When bad men combine, the good must associate; else they will fall one by one, an 
unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible struggle. 


-- EDMUND BURKE (1770) 


Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom must, like men, undergo the fatigue of 
supporting it. 
-- THOMAS PAINE ( 1777) 


I have not yet begun to fight. 
-- JOHN PAUL JONES (1779) 


God helps them that help themselves. 
-- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (1736) 


If a man aspires to the highest place, it is no dishonor to him to halt at the second, or even 
at the third. 
-- CICERO 


There is no substitute for hard work. 
-- THOMAS EDISON (1932) 


Ideals are like stars; you will not succeed in touching them with your hands. But like the 
seafaring man on the desert of waters, you choose them as your guides, and following them you 
will reach your destiny. 

-- CARL SCHURZ (1859) 


Hitch your wagon to a star. 
-- RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1870) 


I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of experience. I 
know no way of judging of the future but by the past. 
-- PATRICK HENRY (1775) 


People will not look forward to posterity who never look backward to their ancestors. 
-- EDMUND BURKE (1790) 


I believe there are more instances of abridgement of the freedom of the people by gradual 
and silent encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations. 
-- JAMES MADISON (1788) 
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He who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds it much easier to do it a second and third 
time, till at length it becomes habitual; he tells lies without attending to it, and truths without the 
world's believing him. This falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time 
depraves all its good dispositions. 

-- THOMAS JEFFERSON (1785) 


They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety. 
-- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (1759) 


Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne -- 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
and, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
keeping watch above his own. 
-- JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL (1844) 


Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again. 
-- WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT (1839) 


Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration. 
-- THOMAS EDISON (1932) 


I shall be telling this with a sigh Somewhere ages and ages hence: Two roads diverged in 

a wood, and I -- I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference. 
-- ROBERT FROST 
The Road Not Taken (1916) 


FRONT PAGE Exposing the POW/MIA 
Cover-up 


William F. Jasper 

On November Sth, Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney appeared as the leadoff witness in 
the opening session of the newly-formed Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. It was 
the first time that a Defense Secretary had come before Congress to testify exclusively on the 
subject of POW/MIAs, and Cheney cited this as an indication of the importance he attached to 
the issue. "Our most urgent requirement is to determine whether any Americans remain captive 
in Southeast Asia and if so, to return them to the United States," declared Cheney, while 
pledging his "personal commitment" and that of the Bush Administration to resolve this 
long-festering legacy of the Vietnam War. 

"The issue of live prisoners has been at the forefront of our intelligence effort and in our 
negotiations with the governments of Indochina," Cheney insisted, and "no American official 
would spare any effort that might lead to the discovery of a single American prisoner of war." 

Noting the criticism that has been leveled against the Defense Department's policies and 
actions concerning POW/MIAs, Cheney asserted, "Anyone who knowingly withholds or 
conceals information that could lead to the recovery of a captured America serviceman would 
deserve the most severe punishment possible." All federal military and civilian employees, he 
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said, "had clear marching orders from the members of this Administration: The POW/MIA effort 
has our fullest support," 

These proclamations and other olive branches notwithstanding, it soon became apparent 
that the longstanding adversarial relationship between the government and the POW/MIA 
families and their supporters was as strong and strident as ever. Cheney and other Administration 
witnesses wasted no time in attempting to debunk recent photographs believed by many to be of 
American POW/MIAs. In keeping with past pronouncements, Cheney condemned as "fast 
operators" unnamed POW/MIA activists who, he charged, have been cruelly exploiting the POW 
issue for financial gain and publicity. 

Witnesses representing POW/MIA families and veterans groups, on the other hand, 
blistered Administration officials with charges of continued betrayal of POW/MIAs, 
stonewalling on family requests for information, and massive cover-up of illegal and immoral 
policies. It was not all rehashing of old material. Some shocking revelations and startling 
"smoking guns" were introduced that could have far-reaching impact if properly followed up by 
committee members. 

Bailey Drops a Bombshell 

Colonel Jack Bailey, USAF (retired), dropped one of the biggest bombshells at the 
hearings when he charged that an official of the U.S. embassy in Thailand had sabotaged his 
mission to Southeast Asia in late October to obtain information on Army Captain Donald G. 
"Butch" Carr, shot down over Laos in 1971. Bailey, a former fighter pilot with 256 combat 
missions in Indochina and 26 years in the POW/MIA effort, was responsible for bringing photos, 
reportedly of Carr, out of Laos in July 1991. The likeness between earlier Carr photographs -- his 
wedding picture, for example -- is so remarkable that even Cheney found the evidence "quite 
compelling." 

After years of wrangling with government officials who had treated him as a trouble 
maker and a nut case, Bailey finally was being taken seriously by the government. Or so it 
seemed. On October 8th, after meeting with Cheney, Bailey happily announced that he would be 
leading a DOD delegation to Southeast Asia to obtain further information on Carr. Later that 
month, he did lead a delegation to Thailand. According to Cheney's testimony before the Senate 
committee, "Colonel Bailey was unable to provide the access or information he had promised. 
After the team arrived in Bangkok, he also disclosed that the photograph -- instead of having 
been taken in Laos as he previously indicated -- may actually [sic] been taken in Burma or 
Thailand." 

Bailey told the committee a far different story. After arrival in Bangkok, he testified, he 
had difficulty establishing contact with "Mario," the Thai who had been his source of contact 
with the photographer of Carr. Finally, Mario was contacted through a third party. Mario met 
with the team and explained that he had been avoiding Bailey because a high-level official of the 
U.S. embassy had told him that Bailey was cheating him out of money he had promised. 

Mario stated further that the embassy man had warned that if Mario mentioned his name, 
Mario's life, as well as that of his mother and daughter, could be put in danger. Mario understood 
this to be a direct threat from the U.S. embassy official, whom he did eventually identify by 
name to Bailey. As a result of this interference, said Bailey, the mission was undermined. Bailey 
also denied he had ever said that the Carr photo may have been taken in Burma or Thailand. 

Norman M. Turner, Lieutenant Colonel USAF (retired), a municipal court judge from 
Riverside, California, provided backup testimony for Bailey. Turner, a former fighter pilot who 
accompanied Bailey and the U.S. government representatives to Thailand, corroborated the 
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Mario story and testified that Bailey had never made the statements attributed to him in Cheney's 

testimony. The judge stated further: "It was apparent to me that there existed the strong 

possibility that actions by an agent of the U.S. government had deliberately killed a viable 

operation to rescue American prisoners of war .... "Bailey and Turner prodded the name of the 

embassy official, as related to them by Mario, to members of the committee in a closed hearing. 
Caught in a Lie 

Robert Sheetz, head of the Defense Intelligence Agency's Pow/MIA office, and Warren 
Gray of the DIA were two of those who accompanied Bailey and Turner to Thailand. Not 
surprisingly, they contradicted and denied virtually all of the testimony of Bailey and Turner. But 
then, these two DIA officials are not known as paragons of veracity. Not long after the 
committee hearings, both men got caught publicly in a big lie. On November 21st, Sheetz and 
Gray held a briefing for cadets at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. During his 
discussion of the Carr case, Sheetz stated that DIA investigators had found the man in the Carr 
photo and had determined that it wasn't Donald Carr. "[T]he picture is not Donald Carr," said 
Sheetz. "Indeed he's not even an American." 

Upon hearing of Sheetz's remark, Donald Carr's former wife, Carol Cart Collins, called 
the DIA and spoke to Warren Gray, who had been standing on the stage next to Sheetz when he 
made the statement. Gray denied that Sheetz had said anything of the sort and denounced the 
story as a "damned lie." He repeated this denial to a newspaper as well. Unfortunately for Gray, a 
television station was recording Mrs. Collins's conversation with him. Unfortunately, also, for 
both Gray and Sheetz, the briefing at the Academy was recorded by one of Donald Carr's 
cousins. 

In his November 5th testimony, Dick Cheney also repeated his department's attack by 
innuendo on the famous photograph of three men, believed to be POWs Robertson, Stevens, and 
Lundy. "Our photographic experts," said Cheney, "have concluded that the picture said to depict 
Colonel John Robertson, U.S. Air Force, Lieutenant Commander Larry Stevens, U.S. Navy, and 
Major Albro Lundy, Jr., U.S. Air Force, has been altered." Virtually all sides have agreed from 
the beginning that the sign the men appear to be holding is an overlay, but that is irrelevant to the 
issue of authenticity of the photo. The message this carries to many casual readers, however, is 
that the images of the men themselves have been tampered with. 

During the Senate committee hearings, family members answered each of the challenges 
to the photo point by point and presented strong evidence to support the authenticity of the 
picture. Mrs. Gladys Fleckenstein, mother of Larry Stevens, one of the men in the POW trio, 
presented a much more recent photo from Southeast Asia that she and other family members are 
positive is of Larry. 

Damning Document 

Several days before the Senate hearings began, Deborah Robertson Bardsley, daughter of 
POW John Robertson, returned from a trip to Vietnam carrying a document that should seal the 
doom of the POW policy makers in our government. During her testimony, Mrs. Bardsley held 
up the two-page document that had been given to her by Mr. Ho Xuan Dich, head of the 
Vietnamese government's office that deals with POW/MIA affairs. The document was a 
classified U.S. "source report" on the Lundy/Stevens/Robertson case that had been provided to 
Dich by Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Ken Quinn. 

Mrs. Bardsley was shocked, she said, because Dich had told her that his government 
would punish any of those Vietnamese sources who were involved in promoting these "false" 
stories of POWs in Vietnam. And yet, said Bardsley, a U.S. official had given the Vietnamese "a 
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classified sighting report that lists the location of the camp that [Lundy, Robertson, and Stevens] 
were allegedly held in, the name of the general who runs the camp, and the man who took the 
picture ...." 

Senator Robert Smith (R-NH) blasted Quinn on the "logic" of his decision to provide the 
document to the Vietnamese. "I don't understand the logic with the way you guys protect stuff..." 
he said. Smith stated the obvious: "When you provide these names to the Vietnamese -- they're 
dead .... "Was that the intention? 

According to Quinn, he gave the list to Dich to identify the sources that U.S. officials 
wanted to interview. He, we are to believe, couldn't figure out that these sources would be 
considered traitors by the communist government and would be arrested and eliminated. 

And what of the danger it places the POWs in? Reports that the Robertson, Lundy, and 
Stevens families have received indicate that giving the Vietnamese that source report actually did 
compromise a rescue attempt involving their three men and a number of other POWs in a cash 
deal with the prison camp general. 

Outrageous Policy 

According to Colonel Mike Peck, who resigned as head of the DIA's POW/MIA office 
early in 1991, we have given the Vietnamese communists virtually all of our POW/MIA files, 
information that is denied to members of Congress and family members of those still missing. 

"It staggers my mind," Mrs. Bardsley told THE NEW AMERICAN, "when I think that 
our government will give this information to the enemy, the people who are holding my father, 
but they won't trust me with the same information. Do they honestly think I will do something 
with the information to harm my father, but these people won't?" It is a refrain heard often 
among POW family circles. The inability of family members to receive the sighting reports on a 
loved one or to get even simple cooperation from the government on what should be considered 
routine matters belies Cheney's pledge of "commitment" and "full support." 

Albro Lundy II told THE NEW AMERICAN, "I've been to the Pentagon five times and 
they still haven't let me see my father's file. But they let the Vietnamese have it. Why?." During 
his Senate testimony, Lundy pointed out that the DIA had tried to discredit the POW trio picture 
by claiming that two other POW families had also claimed two of the men as their missing loved 
ones. Lundy had repeatedly asked to be put in contact with those families -- if indeed they 
existed. A senator asked what the official response had been. Lundy, in one of the more amusing 
and satisfying moments of the hearings, replied, "We could just ask Chuck [Major Charles 
Gittens of DIA] that question." Then, speaking over his shoulder to Major Gittens, who was 
sitting a couple rows back in the audience, he asked, "Chuck, did you follow up on that request I 
made?" Gittens, obviously in an uncomfortable spot, squirmed and denied knowledge of the 
request. 

Interestingly, that little one-minute exchange on television accomplished more than all of 
Lundy's pleadings with DIA bureaucrats. Among those watching the hearings on C-SPAN was a 
former wife of a POW who had "identified" one of the three men as her former husband. 
Actually she had done nothing of the sort. When the picture went public, she had simply 
contacted the Pentagon because one of the men resembled her former husband. When the three 
families positively identified their men she had dropped her inquiry because the resemblance was 
not strong enough for her to make a positive ID. 

Immediately upon seeing Lundy's testimony on television, the lady called the DOD to 
find out how she could be put into contact with Lundy. They would provide no assistance. 
Undaunted, she recalled he had been identified as an attorney in the Los Angeles area. Using a 
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legal directory she was able to contact Lundy. She offered her support and explained that she had 
never challenged the Lundy/Robertson/Stevens identification. This incident, like so many others, 
demonstrates the obstructionist policies and the "mind-set to debunk" that POW families must 
contend with regularly. 

"Faked" Photo 

Dick Cheney's testimony also referred to "the faked 'Borah' photograph." The individual 
in the photo whom the Borah family had identified as Lieutenant Daniel V. Borah "turned out to 
be a 77-year-old Lao highland tribesman," said Cheney. Borah family members would be leaving 
for Laos in a few days, Cheney told the Committee, to meet the man and verify for themselves 
that it was he, and not Daniel Borah, in the photo. Subsequently, stories appeared alleging that 
two of the Navy flier's brothers, Jim and Chris Borah, had returned from a trip to Laos convinced 
that the photo they had earlier accepted as genuine was a fake. 

The Borah family members, however, told THE NEW AMERICAN a different story. 
According to Jim Borah of Springfield, Illinois, he and his brother Chris did indeed travel to the 
remote village of Ean Xouang Tai in southern Laos in November, accompanied by a 
Laotian-American interpreter, Khambang Sibounheuang, and William R. Gadoury of the U.S. 
Joint Casualty Resolution Center. Gadoury introduced them to an elderly fellow of 
French-Vietnamese extraction named Ahrao, who bore an uncanny resemblance to the man in 
the 1990 photo they believed to be their brother. Ahrao claimed to be the man in the picture and 
said he remembered posing for the shot. However, he then complicated matters by sating that he 
was not the individual pictured in another photo that was clearly of him, taken by Gadoury in 
September 1991. This was the photo that DOD was using to discredit the earlier Borah snapshot. 

"We kind of suspected that [Ahrao] had been shown the 1990 photo and coached on what 
to say, but hadn't been coached properly on the 1991 DOD photo," Jim Borah told THE NEW 
AMERICAN. In addition to discrepancies and inconsistencies in the Ahrao story, Jim and Chris 
Borah were able to meet in Thailand with the Lao photographer who had taken the original 1990 
Borah photo. He told the Borahs, and signed an affidavit stating, that he had seen both Ahrao and 
Dan Borah in 1990, but had photographed only Dan Borah. 

Because of Ahrao's Eurasian lineage, reports had circulated that he might be an American 
POW. The Lao photographer (whose identity, for safety reasons, has not been revealed stated 
that after journeying to Ahrao's village and determining that Ahrao was not an American, he then 
travelled two days to the village where he photographed Dan Borah, who was not shackled but 
was kept under constant surveillance by two armed guards. Borah, he noted, was much taller 
than Ahrao. Borah is five foot, nine inches tall, Ahrao is only five foot, one inch. 
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